152      Truth on the Tragedy of France
they were known, his goings on looked suspiciously like a
campaign for a speedy peace. The truth is he was playing
two games at once, that of victor and that of peacemaker.
But no one was willing to be taken in and everybody was
convinced that he was betting far more heavily on peace,
on whatever terms, provided it was not long delayed
than on victory. The verification of this would be no
great burden on the shoulders of the future. When Laval
entered the lists, it would be to ratify defeat.